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Christopher Baldelli appointed new Chairman of  
RTL Radio’s Executive Board 
 
Luxembourg / Paris, 16 July 2009 − RTL Group today announced that the Supervisory 
Board of RTL Radio in France has appointed Christopher Baldelli (44) as the new 
Chairman of RTL Radio’s Executive Board. Baldelli, who currently heads the thematic  
TV channels division of Groupe M6 (M6 Thématique), will take over his new 
responsibilities effective 1 August 2009. Vice President Jean-Michel Kerdraon and  
News Director Jacques Esnous, who successfully ran the company during the interim 
period, will remain in place as the other two members of the Executive Board.  
 
RTL Group CEO Gerhard Zeiler said: “I’m very happy that we’ve found a strong and 
dynamic leader for our French radio business from within our Group. With his 
comprehensive experience in French media and his track record of growing new  
digital activities into profitable businesses, Christopher Baldelli is excellently qualified  
to continue RTL Radio’s success story.” 
 
Rémy Sautter, Chairman of the Supervisory Board of RTL Radio in France, said: “I am 
delighted to welcome Christopher Baldelli at RTL Radio, whom I have known for years.  
His experience as an audiovisual media executive and the well-known successes are 
appreciated.” 
 
RTL Group’s radio activities in France include the market-leading general-interest  
station RTL Radio, the music stations RTL 2 and Fun Radio and the digital radio  
station dedicated to sport and news, RTL L’Equipe, a 50/50 joint venture with the  
French sports daily L’Equipe. 
 
Christopher Baldelli, born in 1965, joined RTL Group’s subsidiary Groupe M6 in June  
2006 as its Secretary General of Programming. Since November 2006 he has been  
CEO of M6 Thématique, directing the company’s thematic TV channels such as W9,  
Téva and Paris Première. Under his leadership, the free digital channel W9 has 
consistently grown its audience to become the most-watched new DTT channel among 
young viewers. W9 first achieved a positive operating profit on an annual basis in fiscal 
year 2008. 
 
Prior to joining Groupe M6, Baldelli worked in various executive positions for the public 
TV channel France 2 (1999 to 2005), including as its Directeur Général from June 2002  
to August 2005, and for the media division of the Lagardère group (1997 to 1999). 
 
After graduating from École Normale Supérieure at Saint-Cloud, Baldelli graduated from 
IEP Paris (Institut d'Études Politiques de Paris). From 1991 to 1997, he held various 
positions as a high civil servant, specialised in media regulation. 
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For further enquiries please contact:  

Oliver Herrgesell 
Corporate Communications 
Phone: +352 – 2486 – 5200 
oliver.herrgesell@rtlgroup.com  

 

 
 
About RTL Group 
RTL Group is the leading European entertainment network, with interests in 45 television channels and 32 
radio stations in 11 countries and content production throughout the world. The television portfolio of Europe’s 
largest broadcaster includes RTL Television in Germany, M6 in France, Five in the UK, the RTL channels in 
the Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg, Croatia and Hungary, Alpha TV in Greece, Ren TV in Russia and 
Antena 3 in Spain. RTL Group’s flagship radio station is RTL in France, and it also owns or has interests in 
other stations in France, Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands, Greece, Spain and Luxembourg. RTL Group's 
content production arm, FremantleMedia, is one of the largest international producers outside the US. Each 
year, it produces 10,000 hours of programming across 57 countries. 


